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justice to my subjects, and have no doubts that
I give tokens of my generosity to those who hasten
to show their zeal and their obedience/*

Louis XV rejected Parliament's remonstrances,
maintained his decisions, spoke loudly and firmly
before the magistrates who were eager to establish
themselves in an equality with royal power. Unlike
his grandson and successor, he grasped at once the
drift of social and economic questions, measuring
their consequences, and foreseeing the repercussions
and their good or evil consequences; and he never
let himself be taken in by fine words; the most
passionate eloquence found him cold and impas-
sive.

Far from resigning the noble and majestic air
that he never abandoned in any situation, he
listened attentively, retained marvellously, and then
replied with courtesy, authority and intelligence;
no abruptness, impatience or sign of ill-humour;
he excelled in self-control and in disguising his first
impressions; when he had decided a problem he
never went back on his decision.

Sometimes however he accepted the advice of
ministers and councillors whose sagacity and de-
votion were known to him; Bernis and Choiseul
for instance; still, his attitude was leagues removed
from the passive submission of a Louis XVI to

Calonne and Necker.

*

A troubled atmosphere momentarily enveloped
the life of the Beloved; and amid the bad odour of
the last years scandal found plenty of material to